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General:
In concurrence with the State mandated elimination of yard waste from the solid waste refuse stream, the following policy is established to identify the procedures to be followed for the proper disposal of yard waste generated by City residents.  Yard waste is defined as leaves, grass clippings, garden debris, and brush. Waste construction lumber and tree limbs generated by a commercial tree removal service shall be disposed of by the contractor and is not eligible for disposal under this policy.
Procedure:
City residents are encouraged to home-compost in a responsible manner and in accordance with Department of Natural Resources guidelines. Should residents elect not to compost their materials at home, they may bring the yard waste material to the City of Cedarburg drop-off facility during posted hours for composting. The City of Cedarburg yard waste drop-off site is located at the Public Works Garage, W59 N306 Johnson Avenue.  The facility shall be open six days a week from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  It will be closed on Tuesdays for weekly clean up and waste removal.  Winter access may be limited by snow events.


To access the Cedarburg drop-off facility, residents will need to obtain an access card.  The access cards can be obtained in-person at City Hall or by mail for a one-time fee of $30. Proof of city residency is required. There is a $30 replacement fee for lost cards.  Cards are nontransferable to others outside of the household and it shall be considered a violation if caught doing so.


The City of Cedarburg Yard Waste Drop-off site will accept yard waste, grass clippings, brush, clean dry cardboard, waste oil, anti-freeze, and lead acid batteries.  The site will also accept bagged garlic mustard, teasel, purple loosestrife, wild parsnips and other invasive vegetation, which must be kept separate from regular yard waste.  Free wood chips are available on a first come first serve basis.



One way traffic only at the Yard Waste Drop-off site: Enter at the north gate and exit at the south gate.  The site is continuously monitored by security cameras.  Should a city resident drop off disallowed items at the Yard Waste Drop-off site, three strike progressive penalties will be enforced as follows:

· First Violation – Warning

· Second Violation – Suspension of card for the remainder of the year

· Third Violation – Permanent revocation of access to the Yard Waste Drop-off site



Should the resident fail to remove disallowed item(s), they will be subject to disposal costs for those items.


Yard waste can be delivered to the facility in any manner.  However, no bags, boxes or other receptacles shall be left at the facility.   In addition, the following procedures will apply:

A.
Leaves.

During the fall of the year, leaves may be raked into the gutter line of the street abutting the owner’s property.  Public Works' crews will periodically collect leaves, with the frequency of collection based on weather, personnel availability, volume of leaves and equipment availability.  Dumping of leaves on or next to any City grounds is prohibited.  Residents must have their leaves raked into the gutter line by December 1st to be assured of City pick up.
B.
Grass Clippings.
Residents are encouraged to allow grass clippings to compost on their lawns, utilize a home composting system, or privately contract for disposal of grass clippings. Grass clippings will be accepted at the City facility.  Dumping of grass clippings at the curb line or on any City grounds is prohibited.
C.
Garden Debris.

Miscellaneous garden debris may be transported by City residents to the Yard Waste Drop-off site during posted hours and deposited in the designated area.

D.
Brush 
During the months of April through October Public Works' crews will provide regular monthly curbside pickup service for small quantities of brush placed at the curb line of the property. For the purpose of this policy, “small quantities of brush” shall be defined as not-to-exceed ten cubic yards of loose volume. The brush and branches must be less than 8 feet in length and neatly stacked parallel to the curb with the butt ends facing the same direction.  Brush must be placed so that it does not block the sidewalk or extend into the street and placed 5 feet away from any fixed objects (trees, pedestals, mailboxes, etc.)
Small quantities of twigs and sticks, weighing less than 50 pounds, may be placed in open containers (no plastic bags) in the parkway for pickup. These materials must
be in separate containers and not co-mingled with garbage or recyclables.

All brush must be out at 7:00 AM on the first Monday of the month (Tuesday if Holiday). City crews will not return for brush placed after that time. Individuals desiring brush pickup service after the first full week of October through March shall contract with a private vendor for the service.

Residents with large quantities of brush (in excess of ten cubic yards loose volume) shall contract with a private vendor for disposal, or they may contact the Public Works Department to obtain a price quote.  

In addition to the monthly curb side brush pickup service provided by the City, residents may drop off their brush at the Public Works yard during posted hours. 
The City will stockpile quantities of wood chips resulting from chipping and make these available at no charge to City residents.  Residents may pick up wood chips at the Public Works' facility during posted hours.  The City provides no assistance in loading.  No commercial equipment to assist in loading is allowed on site, and residents will be limited to a maximum of two cubic yards of wood chips per month.
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